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IN THE U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of 

Takashi MASUDA Conf. 5582 

Application No. 10/715,530 Group 3654 

Filed November 19, 2003 Examiner W. Rivera 

TAPE THREADING APPARATUS 

PRE -APPEAL BRIEF REQUEST FOR REVIEW 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents December 16, 2005 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir : 

The Official Action of September 16, 2005 repeats the 
rejection of all claims as anticipated by or obvious based on 
TSUCHIYA et al . 6, 471, 150 based on a misreading of the claims 
relative to the reference. 

The Official Action regards the "holding element" 
(claim 1 and claim 13) and the "means for selectively restraining 
and releasing rotation" (claim 12) as reading on the plate 
springs 14 in Figs. 21 and 22 of the reference. See the last 
full paragraph on page 3 of the final rejection. 

However, the plate springs 14 of TSUCHIYA engage the 
leader pin 1-2 (see the paragraph bridging columns 5 and 6 of 
TSUCHIYA) , which is merely the pin provided at the pay-out end of 
the tape. The plate springs 14 of TSUCHIYA thus do not 



Docket No. 8001-1182 
Appln. No. 10/715,530 

correspond to the holding element or to the selective restraining 
means of the present claims. 

In claims 1 and 13, the recited holding element is 
required to be selectively engageable with and disengageable from 
the earlier-recited shaft, which shaft rotatably connects the 
leader block and the carriage (see, for example shaft 5B in 
present Figs. 4A-4C) . The corresponding element in TSUCHIYA is 
for example the pin 12-1 in Fig. 19, not the leader pin 1-2, 
which latter element does not rotatably connect the leader block 
and the carriage. The leader block of TSUCHIYA appears always to 
be freely rotatable relative to that pin 12-1 (see column 4, 
lines 9-18) . 

Similarly, claim 12 recites means for selectively 
engaging with and disengaging from the earlier-recited means for 
rotatably connecting the leader block and the carriage. It is 
the pin 12-1 in Fig. 19, not the leader pin 1-2, that rotatably 
connects the leader block to the carriage, and there is no 
disclosure in TSUCHIYA of means for selectively engaging with and 
disengaging from pin 12-1 so as to restrain and release the 
leader block. 

Therefore, when the independent claims 1, 12 and 13 are 
read correctly relative to TSUCHIYA, it is believed to be clear 
that the reference is not anticipatory. 

The proposed combination of TSUCHIYA et al . in view of 
NEMETH (U.S. Patent No. 6,318,656) as applied to dependent claims 
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2-9 does' not improve the reference value of TSUCHIYA alone. The 
final rejection relies on clamp 113 (comprising spring 121 and 
first tab 142) in Figure 12 of NEMETH as a teaching of structure 
for more securely holding the leader pin. However, the spring- 
loaded clamp of NEMETH does not cause the leader block to 
selectively engage and disengage the shaft on which it is 
rotatably mounted. Instead, the spring-loaded clamp of NEMETH 
serves solely to more securely hold the leader pin. The 
differences between NEMETH and preferred embodiments of the 
present invention are apparent in present Figs. 2 and 4A-4C, 
wherein it can be seen that the preferred holding element of 
those embodiments includes not only a spring-loaded tab 11 for 
more securely holding the leader pin in slots 10a, but also 
portion lib of the holding element structure, which selectively 
engages with the rotary shaft 5b (see Fig. 4A) , and disengages 
therefrom (see Figs. 4B and 4C) . 

It is therefore believed this application should be 
allowed without the necessity of filing an Appeal Brief. 

Respectfully submitted, 

YOUNG & THOMPSON 
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